
“Navigating Relationships: Dating Marriage and Parenthood” 
 

Moderator: Caren Zucker, Journalist & TV Producer, Co-author of “In a Different Key: The Story of 

Autism” 

Caren Zucker is a journalist and television producer, who has reported on a broad range of 

subjects both domestically and internationally. She was honored for her part in ABC’s coverage 

of 9/11 with two of television’s most prestigious prizes, the Peabody and the Alfred L. DuPont 

awards. Her oldest son Mickey’s autism diagnosis inspired a new direction in her reporting: to 

bring a better understanding of autism’s realities. As a team, John Donvan and Zucker have 

been collaborating on stories about autism since 2000. At ABC, they created the pioneering 

series Echoes of Autism, the first regular feature segment in network news on autism. The two 

most recently won an Emmy for the ABC News story “A Different Kind of Boyhood,” revisiting 

two men with autism they had previously profiled. Together they published the best-selling 

book, IN A DIFFERENT KEY: The Story of Autism.  

 

Dr. Julia Ejiogu, Founder and Director, Autism Care and Support Initiative, Nigeria  

Dr. Julia Ejiogu is a US trained Family physician with global experience in medicine. In 

2012, she relocated to Nigeria, and discovered inadequate services for children on the 

Autism Spectrum. Julia actively engaged in Autism Awareness campaigns which included 

television appearances, radio shows and symposia to discuss problems associated with 

child development. She thereafter founded the Autism Care and Support Initiative (ACSI). 

The organization’s mission is to provide access to opportunities for Early Intervention 

and Therapy for children and individuals affected by Autism. ACSI partners with Global 

Autism Project, NY to build local capacity in Nigeria.  

 

Hillary Freeman, Esq., Attorney, Freeman Law Offices Robert Dinerstein  

Hillary D. Freeman is deeply committed to her work representing people with disabilities 

and their families. As the sister of a man with autism, she combines personal experience 

with her legal training to help families advocate for services and supports in special 

education matters, guardianship, estate planning and adult services. She was named a 

Rising Star℠ by Super Lawyers & Magazine, holds a JD from Widener University School of 

Law and practices in both Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Ms. Freeman is a member of 

Council of Parent and Attorney Advocates ("COPAA"); a strong supporter of Parents of 

Autistic Children (“POAC”); member of ASCEND: Asperger & Autism Alliance for Greater 

Philadelphia; and Quest Autism Programs: Human Rights Committee (2009-2010). 

 

Anita Lesko, Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist and Self-Advocate  

Anita was diagnosed with autism at age 50.  A graduate of Columbia 

University, she earned her Master’s in Nurse Anesthesia and has been 

working full time for 28 years.  Her special interests have earned her a 

flight in an F-15 fighter jet and jumping horses over 6 foot fences.  An 

internationally recognized autism advocate and member of Autism 

Society of America’s Panel of Autistic Advisors,  Anita is married to her 

husband who is also autistic.  She has a new book coming out in 

September 2017 by Future Horizons that’s going to change health care 

for autistic individuals around the world. 

 

Walter Suskind, Regional Spokesperson, Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, and Advocate for 

Sibling Engagement 

 Walter Suskind is the older brother of an Autistic man who is working to raise awareness 

about the role of siblings in the lives of Autistic people. Walter, his brother Owen and his 

parents experiences with Autism were featured in the Academy Award nominated 

documentary Life, Animated this past year. A spokesperson for the Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau for the past four years, Walter is using his experiences to ensure that 

siblings have the resources and support necessary to be the best advocates possible for 

their siblings with Autism.    

 

 


